2Q2                 PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION,
(such as may at any time be procured at hair-dressers' shops)
resembling that which is to be bleached, before actually ap-
plying it to the latter.
The hair to be bleached is deprived of fat by washing with
soap solution, the soap is washed out with water, and the per-
oxide of hydrogen applied.
WHISKER DYE.
I. Acetate of lead___    ...............    i^i  oz.
Distilled water......................    i  pint.
II. Caustic potassa......................     ^  oz.
Distilled water.......................    i qt.
Dissolve the acetate of lead (" sugar of lead "') in the warm
water, filter the solution, and add ammonia water until a pre-
cipitate ceases to  form.    Collect the precipitate  on a filter,
wash it by pouring distilled water over it eight or ten times,
and while still moist introduce it into solution  II.    Stir re-
peatedly, and after twelve hours leave the vessel at rest until
the solution has become clear.    Then decant it from the sedi-
ment, which may be treated a second time with solution II.
For use, the beard is washed with soap, and combed with a
fine rubber comb dipped in the solution.
C. Depilatories,
Combinations of sulphur with the alkaline metals calcium,
barium, and strontium rapidly" destroy the hair; for this rea-
son tanners use the " gas lime " from gas works, which con-
tains calcium sulphide, for removing the hai'r from hides. All
the depilatories used cosmetically, even rhusma employed in
the Orient for removing the beard, owe their activity to the
presence of calcium sulphide.
CALCIUM SULPHIDE
has usually been  lauded as a perfectly harmless depilatory.
This is a great mistake, however, since it has often done sen-